Grade 8		Mr. Washerstein
“The Lottery” by Shirley Jackson
Directions: Answer the following questions in complete sentences. 

1. Describe the setting at the beginning of the story. How does the setting change throughout the story? 
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2. What seems to have been the original purpose of the lottery? What do people believe about it?



3. Why do you think people continue to participate in it? 




4. How does the lottery compare to anything you know in real life?



 
5. How do you think the village people feel about the lottery? Explain. 




6. What would you have done in Tessie Hutchinson’s situation? Explain. 




7. How did you feel about the lottery at the end of the story? What was your reaction? 



8. Do you think this sort of lottery could ever take place in your own community? Why or why not? Explain




9.  How did your initial understanding of the term “lottery” compare to the lottery in the story? 





10. Is the lottery a collective act of murder? Is it morally justified? Is tradition sufficient justification for such actions? How would you respond to cultures that are different from ours that perform "strange" rituals?






11. Describe the point of view of the story. How does the point of view affect what we know about the situation? How does it preserve the story's suspense?






12. Identify and explain the theme of the story. 

*Adaptation Note: Online resources related to the above texts can be accessed at the Conversations in Literature Web site. Go to www.learner.org/envisioningliterature/ and click on “Workshop 4. Moving Through,” “Extension: Classroom Connection,” and “‘The Lottery’ Discussion Guide Activity Sheet.”

